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WANT TO DRIVE AROUND THE WORLD?

THE ADVENTUROUS SAY “TAKE ME WITH YOU!” TO WORLD TRAVELERS

CAMERON HIGHLANDS, MALAYSIA, May 30, 2004—It’s a fair haul.  Two days in the air, ten days in a Land Rover, and two days home by air again.

Guests ten and 11 of Drive Around the World’s LONGITUDE Expedition will be quite a “salty” crew by the time their journey with the team through Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand is completed.  Coming all the way from the U.S. to join the nonprofit organization’s expedition, they have traveled further for the opportunity than any previous guests.

Eight LONGITUDE team members have been on the road for more than six months now, having departed the Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, Calif., on their global philanthropic adventure Nov. 1, 2003.  Since then, they have traveled 18,000 miles, crossing three continents and 19 countries, in their quest to raise money and awareness for Parkinson’s disease research.

Now in Asia, the eight-member team has disembarked its four Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned Discoverys from the 782-foot Wallenius Wilhelmsen cargo vessel M/V TARAGO, following a five-day voyage that transported the adventurers from Freemantle, Australia, to Singapore, the start of the third major leg of the round-the-world expedition.

In Singapore, the team welcomed two new faces to their now-seasoned crew, as part of a unique program called “Take Me With You!”.  Freelance journalist Sue Mead, of Williamstown, Mass., and Land Rover Communications Director Larry Rosinski, of Irvine, Calif., will experience life on the road with the LONGITUDE team as they begin their northerly trek through Asia and “get personal” with the team and vehicles.  

“The Take Me With You! program allows me to experience the rigors and demands that are being placed on our vehicle for an expedition of this type.  Land Rover’s heritage is all about exploration and expedition.  We’re proud to be a part as the next chapter of this history is written,” said Rosinski.

-more-

“The challenge of letting the world know what we’re doing is immense for a small non-profit, so the Take Me With You! program was devised to provide adventure and an up-close look at our event,” said Baggarly.  “Hopefully, their experience will be a good one, and our guests will use this opportunity to let the world know what we are doing for Parkinson’s and for education.”

The Take Me With You! program allows guests to join the expedition for up to two weeks at a time.  The primary goal of the program is to increase public interest in the drive-a-thon by including a wide variety of guests. The LONGITUDE team hopes to generate interest from a broad and diverse audience, in order to create maximum awareness about Parkinson’s disease and to create funding for research. 

To date, the Take Me With You! program has sponsored nine participants, including a political consultant to Arnold Swarzeneggar, an artist, a biologist, and an anthropologist, as well as journalists.

“The Asian Take Me With You! segment is special, because we have an opportunity not only to tell our story through Sue’s feature and news stories, but also through Larry’s participation, which allows us to say ‘thank you’ to the folks at Land Rover Certified for their unbelievable support throughout each phase of the expedition,” said Baggarly, who adds that another important goal is to make sure that expedition sponsors receive an overwhelming return on their investment.

During their travels, the team says they’ve found that the people they meet and the new friendships they forge are what have made the expedition truly enriching.  Part of that experience has been the exchange that has occurred through shared experiences with locals, with other travelers, and with Take Me With You! program guests.

“It’s nice to have someone new to share our experiences with,” said Neil Dana, expedition photographer and documentary team member.  “Guests have a very fresh perspective on what we’re doing and remind us of how fortunate we are to take part in such an important expedition.  Because we’re with the same people for many months on the road, it’s just nice to interact with someone different.”

In addition to running the Take Me With You! program, Drive Around the World team members coordinate meetings with local Parkinson’s Disease research centers, patients, and support groups; manage an extensive web site; perform fund raising tasks; and handle their public relations campaign by contacting press locally and in the U.S.  They do not receive pay, and each has contributed $10K and a year of their life to participate.

The team agrees that their experience is its own reward and feel privileged to have an opportunity to travel the world while contributing to a good cause.  Baggarly says another driving force behind the Take Me With You! program is the desire to “spread the wealth” by sharing this experience with others.

“The original idea for a Take Me With You! program was borne out of the need for a creative response to ‘I could never do that’ syndrome,” said Baggarly.  “I lost count of the number of people who said to me, ‘Wow, that’s such an great thing you are doing, and I wish I could join you, but because of my spouse/house/job/financial situation, I could never do that.’  Now, with Take Me With You!’s short, manageable segments, they can do it.”

The team’s first Take Me With You! guest, political consultant Mitch Mulanix of Sebastople, Calif., said that finding the time to travel down the Baja peninsula for five days with the team was difficult, but well worth it.  

“This is something that offers a wealth of experience if you are willing to take part,” said Mulanix.  “The most memorable part of the journey was the first night camping in the rain. There I was, hundreds of miles into this amazing expedition, surrounded by people who had made great sacrifices to be a part of a worthwhile cause, sleeping above our vehicles in a very cool tent. It felt good. It really created a separation between my everyday world and the world of the expedition.”

The team is confident that their newest Take Me With You! guests will have a great time traveling through Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand with them.  As usual, the segment will be packed with activities, including two school visits, a Parkinson’s center visit, several media opportunities, two research site visits, and a cultural show.  They also guarantee at least a couple of days for exploring the local culture, learning about history, art and architecture as well as recreational opportunities and shopping.

 “I’ve participated in many driving adventures around the globe, but LONGITUDE is unique and inspirational in many ways that I would not have known about if I hadn’t come along,” said Mead, who specializes in reporting about and participating in 4WD adventures. “It’s been an eye-opening experience that has touched my heart to participate in the Parkinson’s visits and learn more about this disease and the work of the team to raise awareness and increase funding for research. It’s also been great to see how well the Land Rover vehicles have held up after the rigors of nearly 20,000 miles.”

This segment of the Take Me With You! program will end when they reach Bangkok, but there are still several more Take Me With You! visits for the team to look forward to. 

Those interested in participating in Take Me With You! are encouraged to apply online at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/takemewithyou. Applicants with media outreach capabilities or special skills will receive priority, and other individuals are encouraged to fundraise for Parkinson’s research if they would like to participate.  

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
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