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For Immediate Release
DRIVE AROUND THE WORLD VEHICLE TO BE AUCTIONED ON EBAYMOTORS.COM FOR CHARITY

Charity Auction of 4X4 Vehicle that Traveled 44,000-Miles, Through 30 Countries is Now Online at eBay Motors

LOS GATOS, Calif., May 26, 2005 — What goes around, comes up for bid on eBay. The Drive Around the World organization, which recently completed a 44,000-mile, 30-country journey to raise awareness and funds for Parkinson’s Research listed one of their LONGITUDE Expedition Land Rovers on eBay Motors today. Proceeds from the charity auction benefit this organization of philanthropic adventurers.

The LONGITUDE Expedition (Nov 2003 to Mar 2005) was an overland circumnavigation of the globe and a drive-a-thon for Parkinson’s Disease Research. Four 2003 Certified Land Rover Discovery vehicles were used on a sixteen-month road-trip to promote awareness of scientific research programs, geography, and cultural diversity. The expedition visited schools and research sites to raise awareness and funds for Parkinson's Disease research. For more information visit, www.drivearoundtheworld.com

Starting from Sunnyvale, California on November 1, 2003, eight volunteer members of the Drive Around the World organization began driving south. Their eight-leg journey took the team through Central and South America, Australia, Southeast Asia, Burma, India, Pakistan, China, and Siberia. Every member of the team has family or friends who suffer from Parkinson's.
Drive Around the World founder and leader, Nick Baggarly used eBay Motors and Carad.com to create the listing. “It was an easy decision to sell this special vehicle on eBay and use their Carad technology which couldn’t be easier to create and manage a charity auction,” said Baggarly. “With Carad we were able to produce a detailed vehicle listing and post it to eBay in minutes.” 

The sale of the vehicle allows Drive Around the World to continue their tradition of adventure and exploration while promoting cross border understanding and goodwill. “This whole project has been about making a difference,” says Baggarly, whose sister is battling Parkinson’s. 
Driven by the expedition’s film crew and known as D2, the vehicle has received all regular maintenance at authorized Land Rover dealerships throughout the world. The engine runs very smooth, the transmission shifts well, and all electric and power equipment work like new. The exterior of this vehicle is very clean as is the interior, and the tires are brand new. The expedition also had Mobil 1 as a sponsor, who required all vehicles to be driven with MOBIL 1 fully synthetic fluids. Following the journey, these fluids were drained and replaced with fresh Mobil 1 (at 53,950 miles). 

“D2 is in great condition,” said Baggarly, "and we’ve enjoyed driving these vehicles around the world but now it is time to hand the keys to an adventurous new owner.” 

The vehicle is ready for the challenge too. Despite being driven around the world, Baggarly says the LONGITUDE vehicles were treated well. “On any serious expedition, your vessel--be it a ship, a plane, or a motor vehicle--is your umbilical cord back to civilization so you must treat it well and that is what we did.” Said Baggarly. 

Vehicle listing can be found at: http://cgi.ebay.com/ebaymotors/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=4552803369
Additional vehicle images at: www.drivearoundtheworld.com/vehicles/d2
# # #

[image: image1.jpg]



Photo by Drive Around the World
LOS GATOS (May 25, 2005) – LONGITUDE Expedition vehicle D2 traveled sixteen months, a distance of 44,000-miles, through 30 countries to raise funds and awareness for Parkinson’s Disease research. The Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, CA was the beneficiary of the drive.
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Photo by Drive Around the World
GIBSON DESERT (May, 2004) –Driven by the LONGITUDE Expedition film crew, vehicle D2 zooms through a puddle of orange mud along Australia’s remote Gunbarrel Highway.
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Photo by Drive Around the World
LOS GATOS (May 25, 2005) – Vehicle D2  includes a roof-rack with roof-top tent, winch, xenon lights, fuel cans, GPS, and dozens of other accessories. Successful completion of the LONGITUDE Expedition earns this vehicle a place in motor-vehicle history.

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos Calf., Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos are available online in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
To make pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support 
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