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For Immediate Release
LONGITUDE EXPEDITION MUSHES INTO THE ARCTIC CIRCLE, TURNS FOR HOME

The four Certified Pre-Owned Land Rover Discovery vehicles reach the Arctic Ocean at Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, the northernmost point of 16-month, 31-country journey

PRUDHOE BAY, Alaska, Feb. 5, 2004—Almost a year to the day they stood at the southern edge of the world at Tierra del Fuego, members of Drive Around the World’s LONGITUDE Expedition arrived at the end of The Americas’ northernmost road, reaching the shores of the Arctic Ocean at the oilfields of Prudhoe Bay.

Now they turn south for the finish line at the Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, Calif., a final segment of more than 4,000 miles that will close the loop on the longest drive-a-thon ever attempted for charity.

“It’s all downhill from here,” joked Education Director Todd Borgie. 

The team and its convoy of four Certified Pre-Owned Land Rover Discovery vehicles endured wind-chill temperatures as low as minus-45F while avoiding meandering caribou on the unpaved Dalton Highway. 

It’s the latest adventure in a 16-month, 40,000-mile journey that has offered a series of extreme challenges. They’ve driven through barren deserts, frozen tundra and steaming tropics; crossed crumbling mountain roads, splashed through mud-filled ditches, completed politically charged border crossings and captured the curiosity of villagers and city dwellers alike as they spread their message of hope and determination. 

The Alaskan people informally adopted the team after the local media reported on the expedition. Any time team members stopped to refuel, people recognized them and gave them messages of encouragement.

“In a place so cold, it’s awfully nice to have warm hospitality,” Executive Director Nick Baggarly said. “We hope the welcome is just as warm the rest of the way home.”

Extreme cold is nothing new for team members, who braved temperatures of minus-58 in late November while driving across Siberia. After skirting the shores of Lake Baikal and crossing frozen rivers, the team arrived at the coastal port of Magadan, where they parted with the vehicles.

While team members flew back to the U.S. to enjoy Thanksgiving and Christmas with their families, expedition sponsors Wallenius Wilhelmsen arranged to ship the Land Rovers to Anchorage by way of South Korea and Tacoma, Wash. The vehicles arrived safely in Alaska in late January, where the local Land Rover dealership began prepping them for the long journey north.

The team eagerly looked forward to reaching the northernmost point of the trip, and the northernmost city you can drive to in the Americas. On Feb. 14, 2004, they came to the end of the road at Ushuaia, Argentina, the southernmost city in the world.

After leaving Anchorage, the team viewed the continent’s highest peak, Mt. McKinley, on the road north to Fairbanks. From there, they continued on the Dalton Highway, a 416-mile stretch of gravel road that follows the Alaskan Pipeline across the Brooks Range, over the Yukon River and into the Arctic Circle. The public road ends in Deadhorse.

Access to Prudhoe Bay is highly restricted private land, but the team gained clearance to travel to the Arctic shore whose expansive oilfields account for about 20 percent of U.S. domestic oil reserves. 

When the team arrived on the frozen shores of the Beaufort Sea, a security guard had to determine if the area was clear of polar bears, one of the only creatures known to hunt man, before he sounded the all clear for the team to walk the final feet to the shore.

The conditions were almost perfect for the team 6 hours of daylight, slight wind and temperatures as high as minus 10 degrees as the team looked out upon the sea with memories of the not too distance country of Russia.

The team is traveling in four Land Rover 2003 Discovery Certified Pre-owned vehicles; a fifth Land Rover traveled the U.S. and visited classrooms as part of the Expedition’s education segment.  This Land Rover, which is specially outfitted with expedition gear, will be raffled off shortly after the team returns. Individuals who donate at least $10 to the Parkinson’s Institute through www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support receive a chance to win the vehicle.
“We’ve made it to the top,” Baggarly said. “Now it’s time to come home.”

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section. Visit  www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm 
The team routinely grants interviews via satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959.  

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support 
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