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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
“TONIGHT SHOW” HOST JAY LENO SUPPORTS LONGITUDE EXPEDITION 

BURBANK, Calif., Jan. 18, 2005 – “Tonight Show” host Jay Leno joined several other celebrities in showing his support of the charitable Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition by signing one of the Expedition vehicles on Jan. 12th.

The nationally recognized LONGITUDE Expedition team began its journey in November 2003 to raise money for Parkinson’s disease research through a global drive-a-thon following lines of longitude. Visiting Parkinson’s research centers along the way, the team works to encourage those battling the disease and inspire others to learn more about the difference they can make in the fight against Parkinson’s.

Individuals who support the journey by donating $10 or more to The Parkinson’s Institute are entered into a drawing to win the vehicle signed by Leno. Other celebrities to sign the vehicle include Academy Award winning motion picture director James Cameron and actor/Parkinson’s activist Michael J. Fox. The expedition-equipped vehicle, a 2003 Certified Pre-Owned Land Rover Discovery, has visited schools throughout the U.S. as part of the Expedition’s education segment.

“The LONGITUDE team has just completed an amazing around the world expedition.” Leno said. “This event is a tremendous accomplishment in itself, but what is more extraordinary is that it is all done for a great cause.  I admire the creative efforts and accomplishments of this team, and I hope that a cure for Parkinson’s disease will soon be found.”
Through the LONGITUDE Expedition interactive website, www.drivearoundtheworld.com/education, the team promotes geography and scientific research projects among school children. Students have sent thousands of travel/geography questions and team members have responded to each one from points across the globe.

After a journey across South America, Australia, Asia and North America, passing through more than 30 countries and traveling over 41,000 miles, the Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition will culminate on February 28, 2005 to celebrate its global philanthropic adventure. The winner of the signed vehicle will be announced after the team’s return from their final leg, which travels from Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, through Canada, and back home to the Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale.

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, or for information about the LONGITUDE Expedition, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com.

Leno, 54, has served as the regular host of the “Tonight Show” since 1992. An auto enthusiast, he is an avid collector of classic cars and motorcycles.

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section. Visit  www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm 
The team routinely grants interviews via satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959.  
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Tonight Show Host, Jay Leno poses in his Burbank garage after signing the LONGITUDE Expedition vehicle to be raffled for Parkinson’s.
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 Leno’s signature includes a very California phrase, “Go for it!”
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 Program director, Todd Borgie shows Jay the route the team followed on their year-long drive around the world.
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From Left - Adam Burgess, expedition documentary producer; Todd Borgie, program director; Jay Leno; Nick Baggarly, expedition leader; Nancy Olson, field editor.
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Go to � HYPERLINK "http://drivearoundtheworld.com/" ��http://drivearoundtheworld.com/� 


for high resolution photos.
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