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For Immediate Release 

LAND ROVER CERTIFIED EXPEDITION SUMMITS WORLD’S HIGHEST 

MOTORABLE ROAD

Drive Around the World Team Elevates Parkinson’s Disease Research

LEH, India, Sep. 19, 2004  --Drive Around the World and Land Rover Certified have reached new heights together. On Sept. 18, members of the LONGITUDE Expedition team ascended the Khardung-La Pass near Leh, India, the highest motorable road on Earth at a proclaimed 18,640 feet (5682 meters).

The endeavor required special permits, special attention to the road – and capable vehicles.

“It was a serious endurance drive,’’ said LONGITUDE Expedition navigator Nancy Olson. “One negligent move or distraction and we’re done for. My hands hurt the next day from gripping the wheel so tight.”

The team first had to secure clearance from the Indian army, which closely protects the high-altitude borders shared with Pakistan and China. To reach Kardung-La, the Drive Around the World convoy of four Land Rover Certified Discovery vehicles and eight team members traveled for 362 miles along the Manalli-to-Leh road. The panoramic 12-hour journey followed a rough and harrowing mountain ridge track complete with sheer drop offs that threatened to deliver careless drivers 800 feet straight down to India’s fast-flowing Indus River.

The road traverses four 16,000-foot-plus mountain passes, including the 13,500-ft Rohtang Pass, the 16,060-foot Baralacha Pass, the 16,600-foot Lachalang-La pass, and the highest of them all, the Tanglang-La pass, topping out at 17,880 feet. ‘La’ means ‘pass’ in Tibetan which is why the region is named, Ladakh which means, a land of passes.
Upon reaching Leh, the crawl up to Khardung-La became a race against the clock. The team had to complete the task before the monsoons moved northward and closed the road until April. After scaling 16 miles of steep switchbacks, they had arrived – though their GPS and altimeter reading showed 17,724 feet, almost 1,000 feet lower than the Indian government’s official claim.

“The locals and the tour guides here say the pass isn’t really 18-six, but who cares,” Baggarly said.  “We reached the top and it’s the highest we’ve ever been, and we’re out of breath.  The folks who built these roads are amazing.”

Private pilot Matt Candelaria, a guest of the “Take Me With You!” program, had a unique perspective on the ascent: “I’m very impressed at how these vehicles just marched right up here. I’ve haven’t even flown my plane this high!”

Aftermarket high-flow air filters, supplied by K&N Engineering were used to ensure the vehicle injection systems received the maximum amount of thin air available.

At the summit, the team was greeted by smiling Indian troops, the sight of thousands of colorful prayer flags and a spectacular, near-panoramic mountain view. The scenery was amazing with monasteries dotting hilltops, endless colorful canyons and snow tipped mountains.

The sight was the payoff for a journey that was as demanding on the human body as it was on the vehicles. To ease the effects of altitude sickness, the team had spent three nights at 5,000 feet and another at 11,000 feet before hitting the high points.  But several team members were unable to cope with the headaches, dizziness, nausea, false euphoria and loss of appetite.

The Land Rovers had no such problems, thanks to the Engine Management System that has the capability of adapting fuel and ignition control outputs. The EMS controls the amount of fuel entering the engine as well as electronically controlling the precise time of injection and ignition so the system supplies the engine with the optimum amount of fuel for the current operating environment.

“When we run these vehicles up high like this, or if we’re using low-octane fuel out of necessity, knock sensors tell the system to advance or recoil the timing on the fly,’’ said Executive Director Nick Baggarly. “That’s just one of the reasons we chose Land Rovers for this expedition. We always know they will make it.”
Located in Kashmir, India, the Khardung-La Pass was completed in 1976 by the Border Roads Organization of New Delhi and has been open to motor vehicles since 1988. Signs all along the paved and winding road remind travelers to drive safely, while other strategically placed signs give insight to the immense pride of the engineers, road workers, and military who build, maintain, and protect these “highest roads in the world.”  

“This is one of the most beautiful stretches we have driven on this expedition, and we’re soaking up in every minute of it,” Baggarly said.  “We’ll remember these places for the rest of our lives so the orders of the day are to drive safe and enjoy the ride.” 

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit  https://www.parkinsonsinstitute.org/support/drivearoundtheworld

All who support the Parkinson’s research efforts of the Drive Around the World team receive a chance to win a Certified Land Rover Discovery, identical to the vehicles used on the LONGITUDE Expedition.
More information on the highest motorable road in the world can be found at the web site of Guinness World Records

http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/gwr5/content_pages/record.asp?recordid=43819
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Members of the LONGITUDE Expedition team on the roof of the world road.
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LONGITUDE Expedition Certified Land Rovers at the World’s Highest Motorable Road monument.
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The team shares a cold can of Red Bull moment with members of India’s military road engineers.

[image: image4.jpg]



A lone LONGITUDE Expedition Certified Pre-Owned Discovery on the roof of the world.
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Garmin GPS registers 17,724 feet. India claims 18,640 feet. Which one is correct?
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