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For Immediate Release 

DALAI LAMA BLESSES LONGITUDE TEAM IN RARE MEETING AT HIS HOME OF EXILE 

1989 Nobel Peace Prize recipient and spiritual leader to millions autographs hood of an expedition vehicle, praises philanthropic efforts of the Drive Around the World team.

McLeod Ganj, India, Sep 14, 2004 — In one respect, members of the LONGITUDE Expedition team were like most pilgrims who travel to the Dalai Lama’s exiled home in the Indian Himalayas. They sought enlightenment and understanding.

In another respect, their visit was unique. After all, most pilgrims don’t unbolt the hood of a Land Rover and ask the Dalai Lama to autograph it.

In a most providential meeting Sept.14, the Dalai Lama received the team at his private compound and giggled as he penned his name, knowing the team still had to drive through a large section of China.

The exiled leader of the Tibetan people, the 14th Dalai Lama is strictly forbidden in China. Merely to mention his name or possess his picture is illegal within the nation of 1.3 billion people. So weeks later, prior to entering China, the LONGITUDE Expedition team had to tape plastic over the His Holiness’ signature and message, which reads, “May the land of snows prevail.”

Only after the team crossed into Kazakhstan could they contact friends and family back home to share the news of their meeting with one of the world’s most respected spiritual and political leaders.

“The meeting was a jolt of inspiration at the right time,’’ said LONGITUDE Expedition director Nick Baggarly. ``There had been a lot of uncertainty with weather and bureaucratic delays and it was exhausting all of us. We believe we are making an impact out here, but you can’t imagine how encouraging it is to hear that from the Dalai Lama.”

Team members were ecstatic when they read the statement issued by the Dalai Lama: “I admire those who, in addition to expressing well-intentioned words, actually undergo some physical hardship to further their cause. Undertaking such a journey takes great courage and determination.”

The statement went on to say: “I wish the members of the Longitude Expedition every success and pray that, like pilgrims in Tibet, they will receive help and encouragement along the way, and will complete their adventure safely and in good health.”

The meeting wouldn’t have occurred without a healthy dose of good fortune. The team had submitted an application through several channels, but when they reached McLeod Ganj, a tiny hamlet in the Himalayan foothills, office staff found no paperwork. A brief meeting with the Dalai Lama’s nephew turned into a 20-minute discussion, thanks to a particularly well-timed rainstorm that trapped everyone in the office.

As he walked out of the office, the nephew said, “The Dalai Lama never sees people on this short of notice, but I will bring this to his attention. Call me tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. and I will tell you if the meeting is possible.”

It was. The Dalai Lama received the road-weary travelers the following day. He also agreed to sign one of the Land Rovers, though the team was asked to remove the hood and bring it separately for security reasons. The Dalai Lama seemed to float out of his office and uplifted everyone with his bubbly, joyful demeanor. He approvingly slapped Baggarly on the shoulder, blessed the team and signed the vehicle.

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyatso was born Lhamo Dhondrub in 1935, in a village in northeastern Tibet. He was recognized at the age of 2, in accordance with Tibetan tradition, as the reincarnation of his predecessor the 13th Dalai Lama, and thus the incarnation of Avalokitesvara, the Buddha of Compassion. The Dalai Lama was enthroned in 1940 in Lhasa, Tibet but fled into exile in 1959 when the Chinese army rolled into the province and crushed the Tibetan National Uprising.

Today, there are more than 120,000 Tibetans in exile. In 1989, the Dalai Lama was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize because of his commitment to nonviolence in the struggle to liberate Tibet.

Though he calls himself as a simple Buddhist monk, Tibetans often refer to His Holiness as Kundun, which means “The Presence.” The title of Dalai Lama means “Ocean of Wisdom,” which seemed appropriate title for the meeting. The LONGITUDE Expedition team had crossed two oceans to make his acquaintance, and a third stands between them and their homes.

With renewed resolve and inspired by the infectious joy of the Dalai Lama’s smile, the team continued its journey with the goal of ascending to a higher plane – or at least drive the world’s highest motorable road.

# # #
 

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
 

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit  https://www.parkinsonsinstitute.org/support/drivearoundtheworld


All who support the Parkinson’s research efforts of the Drive Around the World team receive a chance to win a Certified Land Rover Discovery, identical to the vehicles used on the LONGITUDE Expedition.

Due to security concerns, some releases from the LONGITUDE Expedition may be delayed.
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Expedition Leader, Nick Baggarly explains the LONGITUDE Expedition Route to His Holiness, the 14th Dalai Lama
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His Holiness signs the hood of vehicle D3, piloted by Nancy Olson and Todd Borgie
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Over the location of his home in Tibet, His His Holiness writes a special message.
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“May the land of the snows prevail.”
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The LONGITUDE Expedition team with the Dalai Lama at his home of exile near Dharmasala, India
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The hood of LONGITUDE Expedition Land Rover D3, signed by His Holiness, the 14th Dalai Lama.
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�HYPERLINK "http://www.drivearoundtheworld.com/ login.htm"��The Drive Around the World Pressroom�  for news releases and


high-resolution photographs.
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