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For Immediate Release 

LONGITUDE EXPEDITION REACHES THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD--PRECISELY

ANGKOR, Cambodia, July 12, 2004— The ancient city of Angkor Wat is a place of great beauty and mysticism. Its ornately carved temples are ghostly evidence that the Khmer Empire was one of the world’s great civilizations a millennium ago.

For members of the LONGITUDE team, visiting the ruins of this once-forgotten city also marked the official completion of a major goal: To circumnavigate the globe. According to the coordinates on their Garmin GPS V units, they had reached the precise geographical inverse, or antipode, of another place they had visited six months earlier – Chincha Alta, a coastal city in Peru.

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, a circumnavigation of the globe -- be it by ship, vehicle, or under human power -- is considered official when a pair of antipode cities are visited.

“You have to be able to prove you went to both places.” Drive Around the World Executive Director Nick Baggarly said. “Our arrival in Angkor Wat makes our global expedition official.”

The LONGITUDE Expedition was conceived as a way to raise funds and awareness in the fight against Parkinson’s disease. The team also seeks to promote cross-cultural understanding among schoolchildren, who follow real-time updates and ask questions on the LONGITUDE Web site (www.drivearoundtheworld.com). But Drive Around the World also wanted to stay true to its name, which meant finding an antipode along the team’s 40,000-mile route through four continents and 31 countries.

It wasn’t easy. Because much of the southern hemisphere is covered by ocean, there aren’t many places north of the equator that have a geographical inverse. Even more complicated, they needed to find an antipode that connected two accessible places.

When the team sat down to track their route in search of an antipode, they found one such connection that not only linked two cities, but two of the world’s most fascinating places: Peru and Cambodia. Coincidentally, Chincha Alta is within a day’s drive of Machu Picchu, another ancient city that was lost for centuries.

Back in the classrooms, children sent over 7,000 questions to the team and each received a personal response. The kids were exposed to two of the world’s lesser-known yet culturally important places, and they learned a thing or two about geography, too.

“It’s a fun way to learn and a gateway exercise to understanding geography,” said LONGITUDE Education Director Todd Borgie. “The kids are curious and that’s exactly what we want to inspire. Hopefully they all become world travelers someday.”

The antipode lesson almost didn’t happen. Because Cambodia was an unscheduled stop on the route, the team hadn’t secured vehicle permits in the country. Upon leaving Thailand, they were informed that only Cambodians and citizens of border countries are allowed to drive there.

After two days of bureaucratic delays, Baggarly suggested the team hire Cambodians to drive the team’s four Land Rover Certified Discovery vehicles. The plan was approved, but Baggarly began to have second thoughts when the team encountered narrow bridges and blasted roads on the way to Angkor.

“These vehicles are our umbilical chord to civilization and here we are trusting them to a couple of guys we don’t even know,” Baggarly said. “It was unnerving to hand the keys to complete strangers but the local drivers are familiar with the road and seem to know every pothole.”

The team still needed to find the exact antipode: North 13 degrees, 25 minutes, East 103 degrees, 52 minutes. Using EarthViewer Pro, a navigation tool created by Keyhole Software of Mountain View, Calif., the team determined the precise antipode position to be in the middle of a huge moat that surrounds Angkor Wat. Mark Aubin, senior engineer for Keyhole Software, later confirmed the antipode calculations were accurate.

Keyhole’s Earthviewer also came in handy before the trip, when the LONGITUDE team made presentations to potential sponsors.

“Executives would type in their home addresses and stare at each other with paranoid grins as their homes came into focus,” Baggarly said. “The maps come from servers on the Internet. You see realistic map graphics of almost anywhere on earth -- containing satellite views when zoomed out and aerial views taken from low-flying aircraft when zoomed in.” 

Drive Around the World team members also participated in the Degree Confluence Project, visiting sites where major lines of latitude and longitude intersect. They have made successful confluence visits in Costa Rica and Peru and passed several of the world’s most remote confluences in Xinjiang, China.

“Some people might wonder what’s the point of doing this,’’ Baggarly said. “Of course, it makes the drive official. But beyond that, I believe the pursuit of the ridiculous should be a part of every great undertaking.”

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com
All who support the Parkinson’s research efforts of the Drive Around the World team receive a chance to win a Certified Land Rover Discovery, identical to the vehicles used on the LONGITUDE Expedition.
LONGITUDE Expedition confluence visits can be found at
http://www.confluence.org/confluence.php?visitid=8643  or visit www.confluence.org to learn more.

Photos/captions

[image: image1.jpg]



The LONGITUDE Team used a Garmin GPS V to determine their precise position in 

Angkor Wat, Cambodia and compared it to a location visited six months earlier in Chincha Alta, Peru.
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A view of the Temples of Angkor Wat, Cambodia from the air.
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Todd Borgie, Nancy Olson, and Nick Baggarly share the GPS results with some several 

enthusiastic Buddhist monks.
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