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February 2005

ARB Supports Global Expedition for Parkinson’s Disease

For over a year, nine US adventurers have been journeying around the globe on the trip of a lifetime to help raise money for Parkinson’s disease. ARB supported the Drive Around The World expedition and has been eagerly following their progress over this time.

Parkinson’s disease is a progressive, degenerative neurological condition that affects the control of body movements. It is estimated that 1-2 people in every 1000 are affected by the disease, with the majority of sufferers being over the age of 50. There is currently no known cure for the disease, but researchers are working towards one in the future.

With each member of the team being touched by Parkinson’s in some way, Drive Around The World was an inspirational journey. It not only raised money for the Parkinson’s Institute, but also increased awareness through educating people all over the world about the disease. Beginning the journey in November 2003, the team crossed 34 countries and covered over 30,000 miles, finishing back in California in February 2005.

Throughout their time on the road, the team visited a number of remarkable places. From the dry Atacama Desert in Chili, to the world’s highest motorable road in India, to the ice and snow of Siberia, they travelled through all kinds of conditions. But despite a number of setbacks (shipping delays, sourcing country visas, running out of fuel, having belongings lost or stolen, and lengthy border crossings, just to name a few), the trip was still an amazing success. Through their hard work and determination, they reached a large number of people across the world, affected by Parkinson’s disease, and raised US$60,000 towards Parkinson’s research.

Of course they have had a lot of help along the way. And with 60 sponsors supporting them, they have been able to donate 100% of funds raised during the trip to the Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, California. ARB was very happy to be involved with such an expedition and decked out their vehicles with 4x4 accessories, as well as providing assistance along the way.

The four Land Rovers were well equipped with ARB gear including deluxe winch bull bars, Warn winches, ARB side steps and Old Man Emu suspension components. These products helped protect the vehicles, making for a safe and comfortable trip. Because ARB products are developed to withstand the harshest of conditions, the team could be assured that they were well equipped for the journey. When setting off on an expedition such as Drive Around The World, quality and reliability can’t be compromised. “The best protection available is needed for a nine-month drive around the world, and ARB provides it…” (Nick Baggarly, Longitude Expedition Leader).

Despite having a great time while on the trip, all team members are happy to finally be home with their families. However you can still read about the trip via their comprehensive website: www.drivearoundtheworld.com. For more information about ARB and their range of products, including those that helped the Drive Around The World expedition team, please contact your local distributor. ARB is a global corporation that distributes 4WD products all over the world including bull bars, Air Lockers, suspension and a range of general accessories.

#  #  #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 


Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com
All who support the Parkinson’s research efforts of the Drive Around the World team receive a chance to win a Certified Land Rover Discovery, identical to the vehicles used on the LONGITUDE Expedition.
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