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For Immediate Release 

LONGITUDE EXPEDITION CROSSES FINAL BORDER CHECKPOINT, ARRIVES BACK HOME IN THE STATES

Dozens of border crossings offer the biggest logistical challenges of the 30-country, 41,000-mile, 16-month drive-a-thon to raise funds for Parkinson’s research

BLAINE, Wash., Feb. 19, 2005— 465 days after crossing their first international border, members of the LONGITUDE Expedition reached the final checkpoint of their adventure when they were welcomed from Canada into Washington State.

Border crossings were the most difficult aspect of the LONGITUDE Expedition, causing numerous delays. The team and its convoy of four Land Rover Certified Pre-owned Discovery vehicles were delayed from hours to weeks at virtually every international border, as they fulfilled the specific bureaucratic requirements of entering and driving in each country.  Some of the travel arrangements were handled nearly a year ago, but to no avail.

Team members spent seven weeks in Bangkok, Thailand, as they finalized the difficult process to enter and exit Myanmar (formerly Burma). In China, they waited through a 10-day government holiday before vehicle permits were reissued and their vehicles released from impound. In Mexico, they frantically translated permit paperwork into Spanish so they would be cleared in time to catch the week’s last available ferry from Baja to the mainland. 

At the Kazakhstan border going into Russia, it took a facilitating payment of $400 U.S. dollars and some very good luck to get across.

After Washington, the convoy will take Interstate 5 south through Seattle and Portland, Ore., before driving into California – the home state for most team members. 

Since their journey started on Nov. 1, 2003, Drive Around the World’s philanthropic adventurers have crossed four continents and 10 deserts, reached the bottom of the world at Tierra Del Fuego in Argentina, drove along Australia’s unforgiving Gunbarrel Highway, traversed the world’s highest motorable road in Leh, India, and braved the extreme cold of Siberia.  They even met the Dalai Lama. 

The team also met with Parkinson’s researchers and patients around the world, and they say the common theme is hope.  

“I think we’ve brought hope to a lot of Parkinson’s sufferers.  And the doctors and scientists know, as we do, that a cure is within reach,” said Baggarly.  “We learned that people around the world are the same in the most basic human ways.  They all want the same basic things for their families.  They want peace, health, happiness, and a bright future for their children.” 

The team is traveling in four 2003 Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned Discovery vehicles; a fifth Land Rover traveled the U.S. and visited classrooms as part of the expedition’s education segment.  This Land Rover, which is specially outfitted with expedition gear, will be raffled off shortly after the team returns.  Individuals who donate at least $10 to the Parkinson’s Institute by visiting online at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support, or by calling 408/542-5619, receive a chance to win the vehicle.
Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned and 60 companies have donated money and/or equipment to defray expedition costs and ensure that 100 percent of funds raised go directly to the Parkinson’s Institute.  Contributions are still being collected, and this homestretch is critical in achieving the group’s fundraising goal.  

Those interested in learning more about the journey or making a donation to help Parkinson’s disease research should visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com.

# # #

The team routinely grants interviews via satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959.  

Free access to high-resolution photos is available at the Web site press room:  www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm
# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support
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Contact:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nancy@drivearoundtheworld.com" ��Nick Baggarly


(408) 355-5544


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nick@drivearoundtheworld.com" ��nick@drivearoundtheworld.com��





Dan Smith


(310) 224-4954


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsmith@paccomgrp.com" ��dsmith@paccomgrp.com�





Bill Groak


(310) 224-4940


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bgroak@paccomgrp.com" ��bgroak@paccomgrp.com�





Deborah Sanford


(949) 341-6184


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsanfor@landrover.com" ��dsanfor@landrover.com�











Go to � HYPERLINK "http://drivearoundtheworld.com/" ��http://drivearoundtheworld.com/� for high-resolution photographs
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