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For Immediate Release 

 

 

 

LONGITUDE EXPEDITION APPROACHES FINAL LEG OF 41,000-MILE, 30-COUNTRY, 16-MONTH SOJOURN

 

Philanthropic adventurers have crossed four continents to advance the search for a cure for Parkinson’s disease. Thousands of children continue to follow their travels in classrooms around the country.
 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska, Feb. 1, 2005—They crossed 10 scorching deserts, reached the bottom of the world at Tierra Del Fuego in Argentina, kicked up dust along Australia’s unforgiving Gunbarrel Highway, traversed the world’s highest motorable road in Leh, India, and braved the extreme cold of Siberia.
 

Oh yeah. They met the Dalai Lama, too.
 

Now the team members of the LONGITUDE Expedition are in Anchorage -- together on American soil for the first time since November, 2003. But they aren’t driving south just yet.
 

On Feb. 1, the team begins the final leg of its around-the-world journey – an 850-mile drive north to Prudhoe Bay on the shores of the Arctic Ocean. From there, the Expedition turns for the finish line at the Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, Calif., a final segment of more than 4,600 miles.
 

It’s the perfect stopping point for a journey conceived by Expedition Leader Nick Baggarly as a way to build awareness of Parkinson’s disease and raise funds to support the search for a cure. His sister, Jackie Farrar, is a 38-year-old mother of four who has been diagnosed with early-onset Parkinson’s.
 

``We realized that we could accept the hand that had been dealt us, or we could get up and do something to solve the problem,” said Baggarly, 36. ``We chose to help solve the problem.’’
 
The team is traveling in four 2003 Certified Pre-owned Land Rover Discovery vehicles; a fifth Land Rover traveled the U.S. and visited classrooms as part of the Expedition’s education segment. Several celebrities have shown their support of the Expedition by autographing the vehicle, including ``Tonight Show’’ host Jay Leno, actor and Parkinson’s activist Michael J. Fox and Academy Award winning motion picture director James Cameron.
 
The Land Rover, which is specially outfitted with expedition gear, will be raffled off shortly after the team returns. Individuals who donate at least $10 to the Parkinson’s Institute through www.drivearoundtheworld.com receive a chance to win the vehicle. One hundred percent of donations to the LONGITUDE Expedition’s cause go directly to the Parkinson’s Institute.
 

Since their journey started on Nov. 1, 2003, the LONGITUDE team has crossed the Panama Canal; climbed two South American volcanoes; visited the Nazca lines and Machu Picchu in Peru; stood at the edge of the world at Tierra del Fuego, Argentina; circumnavigated Uluru (Ayers Rock) in Australia; viewed the Taj Mahal and witnessed ancient funeral rites along the Ganges River in India; received permission to drive across Myanmar (formerly Burma), the first Americans to secure official clearance since the 1950s; slipped through remote and lawless territory along Pakistan’s Karakoram Highway; skirted Russia’s Lake Baikal, the world’s deepest; and braved temperatures of minus-58 degrees at the ``Pole of Cold’’ in Siberia.

 

The Dalai Lama received the team at his home of exile near Dharmasala, India. His Holiness blessed the team, signed the hood of one of their vehicles and wrote a letter in which he congratulates the LONGITUDE Expedition.

Land Rover Certified and dozens of other sponsors believe in what this team is doing. Sixty companies have donated money and/or equipment to defray expedition costs and ensure that 100 percent of funds raised go directly to the Parkinson's Institute.

 

Using their computer savvy, the team of Silicon Valley generation X’ers has the world tagging along through the LONGITUDE Expedition Web site at www.drivearoundtheworld.com This multi-faceted site includes a link to a children's education page that puts kids in direct contact with the team, so that the drive can make geography and social studies "come alive" for students. Children have sent more than 7,500 travel questions and each one has been answered.
 

LONGITUDE team members include Baggarly, of Los Gatos, Calif.; Todd Borgie, of San Gabriel, Calif.; Adam Burgess, 31, of Saratoga, Calif.; and Nancy L. Olson, 31, of Southlake, Texas.
 

Free access to high-resolution photos is available at the Web site press room at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm  For questions, to request pledge brochures, press kits, media exposure lists, or speaking events, send mail to info@drivearoundtheworld.com
# # #
The team routinely grants interviews via satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959.  

Free access to high-resolution photos is available at the Web site press room:  www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm
 

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
 

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support 
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Contact:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nancy@drivearoundtheworld.com" ��Nick Baggarly


(408) 355-5544


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nick@drivearoundtheworld.com" ��nick@drivearoundtheworld.com��





Dan Smith


(310) 224-4954


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsmith@paccomgrp.com" ��dsmith@paccomgrp.com�





Bill Groak


(310) 224-4940


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bgroak@paccomgrp.com" ��bgroak@paccomgrp.com�





Deborah Sanford


(949) 341-6184


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsanfor@landrover.com" ��dsanfor@landrover.com�











Go to � HYPERLINK "http://drivearoundtheworld.com/" ��http://drivearoundtheworld.com/� for high-resolution photographs
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