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For Immediate Release
LONGITUDE EXPEDITION MEETS THE MANY FACES OF PARKINSON’S DISEASE

Team members bring hope to Parkinson’s support groups; listen to personal experiences from patients on four continents

SUNNYVALE, Calif., Feb. 28, 2005—Parkinson’s disease speaks Spanish. It speaks Mandarin. It lives high in the Andes, beside the Ganges and deep in the Australian Outback.

It is a chronic, progressive, debilitating neurological disorder that does not recognize international borders. Currently, there are treatment options but no cure.

Members of Drive Around the World’s LONGITUDE Expedition hope to aid the search for one. They set off on a 16-month, 41,000-mile, 30-country journey to raise funds for the Parkinson’s Institute, one of the world’s preeminent research and treatment centers.

Land Rover Certified and over 60 corporate sponsors defrayed the cost of the expedition, ensuring that 100 percent of funds raised by the team would go to the Parkinson’s Institute.

“I applaud the efforts of Drive Around the World!” said Dr. J. William Langston, founder of the Parkinson’s Institute and one of the world’s foremost research experts on the disease. “Their use of such a unique and interesting event will encourage the Parkinson's community to conduct new and innovative fundraising programs. Their efforts to raise awareness worldwide will call-to-action those who are affected by this disease and even those who are not.”

Team members understood that raising awareness was just as important as raising money. In 15 countries along their route, they visited 22 Parkinson’s support groups or hospitals treating Parkinson’s patients, bringing hope to those who struggle daily with the tremors, stiffness and other motor problems that affect millions around the world. Doctors told them about local research efforts and patients shared their personal experiences.

“Wherever we went it was almost too easy to find somebody that has been affected with Parkinson’s,” said Program Director Todd Borgie, whose father, Bruce, was diagnosed with the disease. “We were familiar what it has done to our families, but now we have seen how it has impacted the world. It’s all the motivation we needed to keep on going.”

The team met Don Tito, a sheepherder from Patagonia who longs to tend his flocks but cannot climb into his saddle. They met Wang, a pilot from Singapore whose hands are no longer steady enough to take the controls. In Australia, they met Naomi, a lover of literature who needs help to turn the pages of her books.

In the United States alone, it’s estimated that almost 1 million people have Parkinson’s disease, with 50,000 new diagnoses each year. But in many other places around the world, millions are quietly suffering with the disease and feeling unnecessary social embarrassment or depression.

In Laos, a country of 6 million that likely has thousands afflicted by Parkinson’s, only one person has been diagnosed. In Myanmar, Dr. Tin Htar New said most people with Parkinson’s symptoms are misdiagnosed with a stroke. Massage and herbal balms are the only remedies offered to them.

“The main challenge that the PD community faces is widespread neglect,” said Dr. N.K. Chew, a Parkinson’s researcher the team met in Malaysia. “Their suffering is generally ignored by the society. And this stems from plain ignorance. The best way to overcome this problem is for individuals like you and me to reach out to the society and educate them on the suffering of Parkinson's patients.”

Most LONGITUDE team members are personally affected by Parkinson’s disease. Drive Around the World Executive Director Nick Baggarly devised the LONGITUDE Expedition after learning that his sister, Jackie Farrar, was diagnosed with the disease. Education Director Todd Borgie’s father, 66-year-old Bruce Borgie, lives with Parkinson’s. And Field Writer Nancy Olson’s grandfather, Jim Wells, also lives with Parkinson’s.

Farrar, a 38-year-old mother of four from Alta Loma, Calif., has traveled to several schools in Southern California in a Land Rover dedicated to the organization’s education program. Jackie talks about her experience with Parkinson’s and helps children understand the disease.

Since their journey started on Nov. 1, 2003, Drive Around the World’s philanthropic adventurers have crossed four continents and 10 deserts, reached the bottom of the world at Tierra Del Fuego in Argentina, drove along Australia’s unforgiving Gunbarrel Highway, traversed the world’s highest motorable road in Leh, India, and braved the extreme cold of Siberia.  They even met the Dalai Lama. 

The team also met with Parkinson’s researchers and patients around the world, and they say the common theme is hope.  

“I think we’ve brought hope to a lot of Parkinson’s sufferers.  And the doctors and scientists know, as we do, that a cure is within reach,” said Baggarly.  “We learned that people around the world are the same in the most basic human ways.  They all want the same basic things for their families.  They want peace, health, happiness, and a bright future for their children.” 

The team is traveling in four 2003 Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned Discovery vehicles; a fifth Land Rover traveled the U.S. and visited classrooms as part of the expedition’s education segment.  This Land Rover, which is specially outfitted with expedition gear, will be raffled off shortly after the team returns.  Individuals who donate at least $10 to the Parkinson’s Institute, by visiting online at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support, or by calling 408/542-5619, receive a chance to win the vehicle.
Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned and 60 companies have donated money and/or equipment to defray expedition costs and ensure that 100 percent of funds raised go directly to the Parkinson’s Institute.  Contributions are still being collected, and this homestretch is critical in achieving the group’s fundraising goal.  

Those interested in learning more about the journey or making a donation to help Parkinson’s disease research should visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com.

# # #

The team routinely grants interviews via satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959.  

Free access to high-resolution photos is available at the Web site press room:  www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm
# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support
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