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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LONGITUDE EXPEDITION CROSSES THE SILK ROAD SANDS OF THE TAKLA MAKAN DESERT

Name of the forbidding Chinese wasteland literally means, “Those who go in do not come out.”

URUMQI, China, Oct. 19, 2004  -- Drive Around the World has joined the ranks of Marco Polo, Genghis Khan and millions of caravans through the centuries to achieve the title of Silk Road veterans.

For centuries the Silk Road was the most trafficked route from Europe to Asia. Now it is at the mercy of the shifting sands of the Takla Makan Desert, a turbulent ocean of dunes whose name translates to, “Those who go in do not come out.”

Undaunted by the limitless sweep of barren dunes and the ominous local lore, the team turned left off the southern Silk Road and onto a desert highway that seemed to lead straight to oblivion. Rather than bring gallons of water, the team filled jerry cans with an even more precious fluid – fuel for the four Land Rover Certified Pre-owned Discovery vehicles.

It wasn’t hard to envision the landscape as it existed centuries ago, when Chinese, Turks, Uygur, Mongols and other central Asian empires fought for its control. On Oct. 14, the team set off from Kashgar, a crossroads city with an ancient market tradition. The team caravanned down the southern Silk Road imagining life with four feet under them instead of four wheels

 “There are 2000 years of history on this road,” said Education Director Todd Borgie. “Empires have been created and destroyed fighting over this place, and it’s hard to imagine those who came before us saw it all on the back of a camel.” 

Always thirsty for adventure, the LONGITUDE Expedition team didn’t mind the remote journey. In fact, they left the Silk Road at Minfeng and took the 650-kilometer road to Korla, crossing the world’s most barren stretches of highway. Stopping once at the sandy prison of Tazhong, they had a bite to eat and topped off their vehicles. From space, the area appears as a thumbprint-shaped depression in the terrain. From the ground, it’s an endless expanse of nothingness.

“The joy of expedition travel is that you can cover the road less traveled,” LONGITUDE Executive Director Nick Baggarly said. “Tourist lines don’t take you through the desert.”

The team crossed this area in about eight hours; a Bactrian camel, traveling at about 4 km/hr, would have covered the same distance in a fortnight.

After crossing the Tian Shian mountains and dipping down into the city of Turpan, the team arrived at Urumqi – yet another geographic curiosity. The team’s surfing contingent was disappointed to learn they had reached the most landlocked city in the world.

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit  https://www.parkinsonsinstitute.org/support/drivearoundtheworld

All who support the Parkinson’s research efforts of the Drive Around the World team receive a chance to win a Certified Land Rover Discovery, identical to the vehicles used on the LONGITUDE Expedition.
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for high resolution photos.
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