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For Immediate Release
Drive Around the World Visits Parkinson’s League in Chile
 

Visit highlights research communities’ need to share information globally
 

 

SANTIAGO, Chile, Jan. 27, 2004 – Drive Around the World visited Chile’s version of the Parkinson’s Institute as part of their drive-a-thon to combat the disease.

The Liga Chilen Contra de Mal de Parkinson’s (the Chilean League against Parkinson’s Disease), is the first Parkinson’s-specific research center the LONGITUDE Expedition team has visited during its nine-month, 32,000-mile circumnavigation of the globe.

The team had an opportunity to visit with patients, tour the facilities, and meet with Doctor William Gibson, D.D.S., 59, director of the League, and a Parkinson’s patient himself.  

“Talking with Mr. Gibson today really highlighted the impact of Parkinson’s Disease worldwide and strengthened my resolve to help find a cure,” said Todd Borgie, LONGITUDE team member and educational program director.  

The team’s goal is to continue to build relationships among Parkinson’s treatment facilities worldwide and to share the unique approaches that researchers from various locales are undertaking to solve the mystery of Parkinson’s.

“Also, in a small way, our visits give hope to those who are suffering from Parkinson’s,” said Borgie. 

Drive Around the World hopes that they can facilitate and encourage the sharing of information among doctors and scientists studying the disease during visits with Parkinson’s research facilities throughout the world.  

In Chile, the team learned that there, the Parkinson’s community’s biggest challenge is accurately diagnosing cases within the country.  Although there are plenty of doctors, they do not have enough information about the disease and its diagnosis, allowing many cases to go undiagnosed.

“We really want to publicize information on the various Parkinson’s communities around the world, what they are doing, the challenges they are facing, and the global impact this disease is having,” said Borgie.  

The team said the most important thing they learned in Chile is that the drive and determination of Parkinson’s patients there is just as fierce as that of their North American peers.

“Doctor Gibson was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease 15 years ago. At that time he did not even know anyone with Parkinson’s disease, and now he is the director of the League,” said Borgie.

Gibson gave up his 30-year-old dentistry practice five years ago because of the increasing effects of Parkinson’s Disease. He now divides his time between his wife of 30 years and helping others to fight and cope with Parkinson’s Disease.

The Chilean Parkinson’s League works to defray medical costs and promote the health and well being of its members. They offer low-cost medicine, twice-a-week physical therapy, psychological counseling, and access to physician services.  Gibson has donated his dental equipment, and now the League also provides dentistry to more than twenty Parkinson’s patients. 

“It was important to us to let Chilean patients know that they are not alone in their fight against Parkinson’s,” “In 1999, when I learned my sister was diagnosed with Parkinson’s, I felt I was unable to do anything to help. Now, I know that’s not true. I hope more people around the world decide to join together to make a difference and help raise more funds to find a cure.”

“The bright side to our visit is that the patients at the Chilean Parkinson’s League know that they are not alone in our fight against Parkinson’s,” said Nick Baggarly, Executive Director of Drive Around the World and LONGITUDE Expedition leader.  

Baggarly says he spent the year following his sister’s diagnosis feeling helpless.  That feeling of helplessness has been replaced by his driving ambitions, and he says what he’d like to do now is to inspire people around the world to make a difference.

“If everyone who is somehow affected by this disease uses his or her talents, whatever they may be, to help raise more funds, we will definitely find a cure.  Creativity in fundraising holds the key,” said Baggarly. 

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration. Encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com.
Land Rover North America, established in 1986, imports and distributes Range Rover, Discovery and Freelander vehicles manufactured for sale in the U.S. by Land Rover in Solihull, England.  Land Rover’s worldwide operations are wholly owned by Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, Michigan.
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