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For Immediate Release
DRIVE AROUND THE WORLD DISTANCE-LEARNING PROGRAM GOES TO MACHU PICCHU

 

Innovative education program encourages future explorers and promotes global awareness
 

 

AGUAS CALIENTES, Peru, Jan. 14, 2004 – The Drive Around the World education program left their cars, laced on their boots, and hiked to the top of Machu Picchu to view the historic temples and stone buildings as part of a distance-learning program that is used by over 700 students worldwide.

The purpose of the visit was to host interviews with guides and locals about the history and meaning behind Machu-Picchu, and then share their findings with students and teachers participating online in an interactive question-and-answer session.

“Understanding how and why these structures were built is key for our education program,” said Borgie. “Many students never have an opportunity to explore ruins like these. Being able to answer each of the questions that the team receives makes the learning process fun for us and the students.” 

 The Drive Around the World team left their headquarters in Los Gatos, Calif., Nov. 1, and they have driven four Certified Pre-Owned Land Rover Discoverys through 10 countries so far.  The expedition is a nine-month overland adventure circumnavigating the globe, crossing four continents, through 34 countries, following lines of longitude, over a distance of 32,000 miles.

“Yesterday, we helped some local villagers move a large boulder that was blocking their main road to town.  In order to move it, we had to resort to building a lever under the boulder using smaller rocks and long poles,” said said Nick Baggarly, Executive Director of Drive Around the World and expedition leader.  “After moving that rock and hiking Machu-Picchu today, the team has an entirely new perspective on just how much work it took to build these temples.” 

The visit to the Machu-Picchu marks the sixth education visit in South America, and the 14th visit since kicking off the 32,000-mile journey.  Each visit provides the team with rich cultural experiences that are being relayed to students via the Drive Around the World site: www.drivearoundtheworld.com.  Students can interact with the team or the people they meet by posting questions online.
# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration. Encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com.
Land Rover North America, established in 1986, imports and distributes Range Rover, Discovery and Freelander vehicles manufactured for sale in the U.S. by Land Rover in Solihull, England.  Land Rover’s worldwide operations are wholly owned by Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, Michigan.
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