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For Immediate Release
DRIVE AROUND THE WORLD LONGITUDE EXPEDITION CROSSES PANAMA CANAL

 

Nine-month Expedition for Parkinson’s Disease Research Reaches Exploration Milestone
 

 

MIRAFLORES LOCKS, Panama, Dec. 17, 2003 – The LONGITUDE Expedition team rolled across the Panama Canal today, officially ending the Central American leg of a nine-month expedition around the world that began in Sunnyvale, Calif., Nov. 1, 2003.

“Visiting the Panama Canal is something that I’ve dreamed about since I was a boy.  It is an engineering marvel that has always fascinated me,” said Justin Mounts, assistant director for Drive Around the World.  “While crossing the Panama Canal wasn’t a required part of our route for driving around the world, it is an important part of our education program, and it is fun to share this experience with all the students.” 

The team’s arrival in Panama marks the eighth country visited since kicking off the 32,000-mile journey.  This first-of-its-kind expedition is being conducted as a drive-a-thon to raise funds for Parkinson’s Disease research and to promote geography awareness and scientific research projects among schoolchildren.

Each visit provides the team with rich cultural experiences that are being relayed to students via the Drive Around the World site: www.drivearoundtheworld.com.  Students can interact with the team or the people they meet by posting questions online.

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration. Encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com.
Land Rover North America, established in 1986, imports and distributes Range Rover, Discovery and Freelander vehicles manufactured for sale in the U.S. by Land Rover in Solihull, England.  Land Rover’s worldwide operations are wholly owned by Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, Michigan.
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