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For Immediate Release 

LONGITUDE EXPEDITION CARRIES WORLD’S MOST TRAVELED NUTS

Cocktail peanuts from Chez Jay in Santa Monica have been to the moon, to the bottom of the ocean and now around the globe
SANTA MONICA, Calif., Feb. 22, 2005 – Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition leader Nick Baggarly felt guilty every time he lied to the border guards.  The team wasn’t smuggling contraband.  They simply were transporting cocktail peanuts from Chez Jay restaurant in Santa Monica.

“The question always came up – do you have any fruits, vegetables or nuts?’’ Baggarly said. “I had to be convincing every time.”

Co-owner Jay Fiondella’s peanuts have traveled around the world—and outside of it.  He provided several bags full to travel around the world with the LONGITUDE expedition team, visiting 30 countries over a 16-month, 41,000-mile journey.  Every border crossing had the team walking on (peanut) shells, praying they wouldn’t come upon any overzealous agriculture inspectors.

Chez Jay peanuts have also been to the moon with late NASA astronaut Alan Sheppard. Others went to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean at the site of the Titanic wreck, courtesy of world-renowned explorer Ralph White.

The nuts also survived another danger. When you sit in a vehicle for more than one year, you go through plenty of car snacks so team members all made a pledge that nobody would eat any of Fiondella’s peanuts.

Chez Jay was the site of the LONGITUDE team’s last meal in the United States before driving into Mexico in November 2003. 
Fiondella’s cozy bar and restaurant on Santa Monica’s Ocean Blvd. has been a favorite haunt of Hollywood celebrities since the 1950s. It also was the site of the LONGITUDE team’s last decent meal in the United States before driving across their first border into Mexico in November, 2003. Fiondella and White hosted the team at the restaurant, where customers toss their peanut shells on the floor.

“I couldn’t think of a better place for us to be at the beginning of our expedition,’’ Baggarly said of Fiondella and White, two members of New York’s prestigious Explorers Club. “Jay and Ralph have launched many an adventure of their own, and I am proud to have them with us at the beginning of this journey.”

The team represents a group of self-proclaimed adventure philanthropists who organized the world’s longest drive-a-thon for charity. All donations to Drive Around the World go directly to The Parkinson’s Institute, a world-class research facility in Sunnyvale, Calif.

“We are thrilled to be a little tiny part of this wonderful excursion for such a great cause in helping to raise awareness and funds for Parkinson's Disease,” Fiondella said. “We welcome them as they return.”
“Drive Around the World believes that the pursuit of the ridiculous should be involved in every great undertaking,” Baggarly said. “One nut up. One nut down. And now peanuts from Chez Jay have gone around.”

Travel author Rolf Potts has more to say about the team's experience at Chez Jay. Read more at www.vagablogging.net/archives/001875.shtml
 

Since their journey started on Nov. 1, 2003, Drive Around the World’s philanthropic adventurers have crossed four continents and 10 deserts, reached the bottom of the world at Tierra Del Fuego in Argentina, drove along Australia’s unforgiving Gunbarrel Highway, traversed the world’s highest motorable road in Leh, India, and braved the extreme cold of Siberia.  They even met the Dalai Lama. 

The team also met with Parkinson’s researchers and patients around the world, and they say the common theme is hope.  

“I think we’ve brought hope to a lot of Parkinson’s sufferers.  And the doctors and scientists know, as we do, that a cure is within reach,” said Baggarly.  “We learned that people around the world are the same in the most basic human ways.  They all want the same basic things for their families.  They want peace, health, happiness, and a bright future for their children.” 

The team is traveling in four 2003 Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned Discovery vehicles; a fifth Land Rover traveled the U.S. and visited classrooms as part of the expedition’s education segment.  This Land Rover, which is specially outfitted with expedition gear, will be raffled off shortly after the team returns.  Individuals who donate at least $10 to the Parkinson’s Institute, by visiting online at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support, or by calling 408/542-5619, receive a chance to win the vehicle.
Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned and 60 companies have donated money and/or equipment to defray expedition costs and ensure that 100 percent of funds raised go directly to the Parkinson’s Institute.  Contributions are still being collected, and this homestretch is critical in achieving the group’s fundraising goal.  

Those interested in learning more about the journey or making a donation to help Parkinson’s disease research should visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com.

# # #

The team routinely grants interviews via satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959.  

Free access to high-resolution photos is available at the Web site press room:  www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm
# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support
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A LONGITUDE Expedition Certified Land Rover Discovery-- a landmark vehicle in front of a landmark 

Santa Monica dining establishment.
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Jay with members of the LONGITUDE Expedition team on their day off in Santa Monica
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